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COVER PHOTO— The Territorial Treasury-box and scales. Although it began with an empty treas-
ury, the Illinois State government almost always has had a balance at hand. At the end of the first fiscal bien-
nium, December 31, 1820, the State treasury held $17,707. At this time, the small wooden box that had served
the territorial government was adequate to hold all the government funds and the scales for weighing gold dust
and coins. The box was scarcely 18 inches long, a foot wide, and less than 8 inches deep. In 1821, the State
treasurer was allotted $60 for a strong-box in which to preserve the public funds.

  
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































